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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 

First Report — Turning to India: Investing in our future — Tabling 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee) [10.10 am]: I rise today to table the first report for the forty-first Parliament, but 
not the first report of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee. The committee was constituted by the 
Parliament a couple of weeks ago. Members might be surprised that we are tabling a report so soon. It is not because 
of the efficient, effective and high work rate of the committee that we have been able to do it; rather, we formed 
the view that a functional response, if you like, was required from the committee to ensure that this report gets a fair 
hearing, as so much work was done in this area. The report I am referring to was produced in the fortieth Parliament 
under the guidance of the member for Swan Hills, the then Chair of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee. 
Turning to India: Investing in our future is a significant report and it deserves due consideration through the 
whole process. 

The committee felt that the process needed to be restarted to ensure that the report saw the light of day. The report 
contains 124 findings and 37 recommendations for the government’s consideration. The inquiry was a long one, 
spanning almost a year and a half in duration. The former committee commenced the India inquiry in August 2019 
and did not conclude its work until 2020, after some extensions. I would like to thank the previous committee 
members—the members for Swan Hills, Warren–Blackwood, Cottesloe, Jandakot, Forrestfield and Churchlands—
who went about their business with this significant undertaking. The scale of the report probably matches the scale 
of the opportunity and the vastness of the country that it contemplated, which is India, of course. Unfortunately, 
our trading relationship with India has declined over recent years. 

Dr J. Krishnan interjected. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: That was the old committee. I am talking about the new committee. 

The principal reason for that decline relates to resources, with a decline in the export of gold, of all things. The 
other issue over time has been the removal of the direct flight to India, which we know is all-important. 

The committee found that the opportunity for trade with India is vast, but it found that because of this vastness and 
because it is a large trading market, the effort from a small jurisdiction such as Western Australia could be diluted. 
We in Western Australia know that if we want our economy to diversify beyond the resources sector, we have to 
diversify our markets. Nine of our top 10 trading partners are in Asia. India represents a particularly important 
opportunity to us, particularly given that we share the same ocean. We also have key strategic interests and key 
economic and cultural alignment, not the least of which comes from the Indian diaspora right throughout the 
Indo-Pacific region, including Australia. There are huge opportunities available. The Western Australian government 
has been alert to that. It has two key strategies to assist in the guidance and development of the exploitation of the 
opportunities that are presented to us, the first being Diversify WA. The policy recognises the state’s reliance on 
a narrow band of industry sectors and the risk of this to the economy, so it is a known known. The other strategy 
is the Asian engagement strategy, which also provides us with a purpose, if you like, or direction to that diversified 
economy in relation to the Asian-engaged markets that are so important to us. 

It is a great pleasure to table the report in concert with the new committee of the forty-first Parliament. I thank the 
members of the committee for their forbearance because it had to be done very quickly. The member for North West 
Central, as deputy chair, and the members for Cockburn, Joondalup and Riverton form the new committee. I thank 
our committee staff, Ms Vanessa Beckingham and Ms Sylvia Wolf, for their quick work to ensure that this report 
could be re-tabled. For the edification of members, when a Parliament is prorogued, the reports of committees 
and/or other business are dissolved. By re-tabling this report, we are seeking a whole-of-government response. As 
chair of the committee, I have written to the Premier seeking support for a whole-of-government response, as it sees 
fit and in the fullness of time, to the areas covered in the committee report’s recommendations and conclusions. 
I now table the report. 

[See paper 284.] 

DR J. KRISHNAN (Riverton) [10.15 am]: Thank you for the opportunity to make a few observations on the report 
of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee. I wish to thank the previous committee for doing extensive 
research and presenting a report of such detail. India is an emerging economy. Pre-COVID, expected gross domestic 
product growth was six per cent for the next 20 years. COVID has reset that. We have seen India going through 
some very difficult times in the past few weeks, but it is not all doom and gloom; things are reversing. From a daily 
COVID-19 case number of about 400 000, they have managed to bring it down to 67 000 as of yesterday, which 
is a great achievement. I take this opportunity to thank the authorities and the frontline workers who have worked 
hard to reverse those numbers and fight against COVID. Similarly, I am confident that India will emerge very strongly 
at the other end of the COVID pandemic, and will become economically strong as well. 
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At this juncture, I thank the McGowan government for the support it has given to India during the crisis, with 
a $2 million COVID grant. The Indian diaspora here in Western Australia are making significant contributions in 
many ways. The report clearly states that we need to be networking. At this juncture, I really appreciate the initial 
efforts taken by the current Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests in working very well with the 
Indian diaspora, which is eventually to work, and intense strong networking with India. 
There is a huge opportunity in the education sector. In India, kids have not been to school in the last 18 months, unlike 
our kids here in Western Australia. They are looking to us as world leaders when it comes to managing the pandemic 
and providing education to the next generation. There is a huge opportunity to study in Perth, which is recommended 
in the report—to encourage a student exchange program, which will eventually increase the number of international 
students contemplating entering the workforce here in Western Australia, and also the economy of Western Australia. 
The resources sector will go to the front level if direct flights are able to be achieved between Western Australia 
and India. There is a huge opportunity for Western Australia as overseas people travelling to India may come to Perth 
first, rather than choosing one of the other destinations like Singapore, Malaysia or Thailand. The report clearly states 
that we need to lobby to increase the number of business visas and investment visas to put Western Australia first and 
to make it easier for people to get into Western Australia. The report also says that we need strong representation 
in commonwealth government visits to India so that we can create opportunities for people in India to build strong 
relationships with Western Australia. 
In 2016, Western Australia had a sister-state relationship with Andhra Pradesh. The Indian government set-up is 
quite complex, with 36 different subset governments running in the states. We need to establish relationships with 
each of them, to build a stronger and more diversified economy in Western Australia. The Premier is now considering 
initiating talks with the Andhra Pradesh government to rebuild our sister-state relationship status. We need to also 
connect with the other Australian states and learn from them about how they do business with India. There is a huge 
opportunity for exchanges of expertise in technology, resources, education, health and many other areas. Both 
countries could be exchanging resources to make things better for each other. 
I thank the chair for taking the initiative straightaway in this committee. We hope the government will step into 
action as soon as possible. Thank you for the opportunity to speak. 
 


	ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE
	First Report — Turning to India: Investing in our future — Tabling


